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By mhi

In this issue: A 80’s Apple Il BBS
And A 90’s Manila BBS!




Foreward

A BBS(Bulletin Board System) Zine in 20197 You've
gotta be mad, they’ll say. Well, stranger things have
happened.

In any case, | thought what I'd do was, show that
BBSes are still around and are still fun places to be!

The other objectives of this zine is to show tips &
tricks of how to use BBSes, setting up your own,
BBS clients, door games and everything else BBS
related. This zine will be published on as many sites
as | can do it, usually in PDF form.




BBSes are nowadays of little activity, except for
the occassional login by those who remember
them. | want to change that, and | hope that with
this zine, that will come to fruitition. | hope you'll
come to understand that these types of places
deserve as much attention as any other
community.

With the increasing government and corporate
interference into our daily lives online, it's
become more and more important that we find
outlets to discuss things. For some people, |
feel that BBSes are perfect, because each BBS
has it's own feel to it, as though it were a land of
it's own.

Let’s start our journey into these lands now!
First up, A 80’s Apple Il BBS.




SyncTERM - A 80's Apple Il BBS
trl-5 Stop-Start Spacebar to Exit

-




A 80’s Apple Il BBS runs on a geniune Apple Il,-
and it was one of the best selling home computers
iIn America. p

Now, when | say home computer, do | mean like
the computers we have now? Not at all. Home
computers generally lacked what we consider
important for a computer nowadays. They could
still do things like print, program, and do
accounting and games, but most used tapes as
their method of program loading, because
otherwise you were presented with a screen that
booted up into BASIC and that was it.

BASIC on most of the computers was very
powerful, however, and the great things about
computers of that era was that there was no layers
between user and computer interaction. What you
typed was what happened!



|
This BBS is a reminder of that era. Everythingis
slow-going, but it has tons of interesting detalls

for you to check out. This is the help-screen.

SyncTERM - A 80's Apple Il BBS
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Examine your stats
Feedback to Sysop
General files menu
Get detailed help
Other BBS numbers
Terminate =session
Get a user listing
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¥

system display parms
P —-» Change ~ Update your password
U -> Uote on your computer equipt
X —>» Goto the transfer sub-systemn

L I B

ommand (“Y=Help):
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All in all I'd say that | am very impressed wit -
the level of dedication put towards the
maintaining of the system. The SysQp-gets a
thumbs-up from me! {

"8 Here's a screenshot of the info menu. L

SyncTERM - A 80's Apple Il BBS =
ASCII Art and Hecepies [

In Genral Files — "G" from main menu

The UWar Game=s Game

Flay the role of Jemnnifer and David.
ind the hackdoor on A 80°s Apple II BES. -
eet Joshua and get the present.

To find the backdoor watch the mowvie War Games and identify the way the -
hackdoor to Joshua i= found in the mowvie. Howrs who and what was used to find
S it. The secret word is spoken out in the movie lond and clear.

loud Serwvice For Classic Computer

A B0's Apple I1 BBS offers a Cloud Service for all classic computer. The
zervice is free but you have to get a =special =security level to be able to use
it — please ask the Sysop. With the =service you can send and receive any text —
f'ile from and to any computer in the world. Hrite a text on your Tandy 100 at a
awaiian beach — =send it to the cloud and download it in your castle in
Scottland to Word Juggler on your Apple I1 or to Word on your MacBook. —

ommand (Y=Help):




A 90’s Manila BBS

-

) SyncTERM - A 90's Manila BBS

ystic BBES vl.1Z A34 for Linux Node £
opyright (C) 1997-2017 By James Coyle

Detecting terminal emulation: ANSI detected.

Welcome to:
A 90’'=s Manila BBS

telnet: /- bbs.balcos.net

htip:/ www.balcos.net bbs
e-mail: michael .balcos@gmail .com
system Operator: Michael Balcos
Nodes: 12

Online: Z24x7

Fidonet addresszs: 3:772-500
IFsxnet address: 21:1-192

Launched: 12-30-16, 7V:03AM, PHT

Happy BBSing?! :)




A 90’s Manila BBS is certainly one of a kind;just
as was A 80’s Apple || BBS. However, what sets
this one apart is the fact that there multlple door
games and demos.

Now, | didn’t try any of the games or demos, as
they also had a files area, which | assume is
for BBS software and the like. Overall, they
seemed to present a kind of iddylic setting

for a community to be, but, there was one prob-
lem | could see, and that was that the system
itself hadn’t seen any updates since 2017.

Hopefully more BBS System Operators(SysOps)
will be around the communities they create.
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Time left: 1439 mins
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SyncTERM - A 90's Manila EBS
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Door games are provided by BBSLink(http - - www.bbslink.net).




SyncTERM - A 90's Manila BBS




Local file areas
Mone

SYyncTERM - A 90's Manila BES




= Now, as far as clients go, there are certainly a mu-
ltitude of them. I'd say it really depends on your
= operating system.

The greatest success |I've had is with the

8 SyncTerm client, but I've also heard that

» NetRunner and Qodem are good as well. I'd say to
give all of them a try and see which one works

y best for you. The nice thing about SyncTerm,
however, is that you can import the list of BBSes
from the Telnet BBS Guide site and easily dial into
any BBS on the menu. Makes it quick and easy to
¥ get up and running in the world of BBSes! | don’t
know if you can do that with other clients.



Useful Links

-,

SyncTerm - hitp://syncterm.bbsdev.net/

Telnet BBS Guide -
https://www.telnetbbsguide.com/

Qodem - hitp://godem.sourceforge.net/

NetRunner -
http://www.mysticbbs.com/downloads.html



http://syncterm.bbsdev.net/
https://www.telnetbbsguide.com/
http://qodem.sourceforge.net/
http://www.mysticbbs.com/downloads.html

Frequently Asked Questions~

-

What is a BBS?

« A BBS is a Bulletin Board System, usually
hosted on an individual’'s server, sometimes in
their home or on a Virtual Private Server. They
were huge in the 80’s and 90’s before the
advent of the world wide web. The main benetfit
back then was that it was easy to find a local
community, files, email and other things just by
dialing in to one.




Contact

-

You can contact me, mhj, on the web at the
following address:

mhj@sdf.org

Please include a subject line or else | will
assume it is spam. Also, | can’'t respond from
that email, as | only have an ARPA account on
SDF, so expect one from my Tutanota account.

hank you.



mailto:mhj@sdf.org

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons
@ ®) @ Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License.
- By " It makes use of the works of Mateus Machado Luna.
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