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What is a VRE? Our strategy

» A set of online tools to support

» We have 50+ students, 30+ academics,4  To solve these problems, we developed
researchers;

o , departments, 14 external/international an online collaboration environment
» Definitions are as diverse as the partners; called iSusLab, based on the Sakai
resgarchers who use them; > We want: Collaborative Learning Environment
» Typical features: (CLE).

> to keep geographically-diverse , |
stakeholders in touch: iSusLab provides a safe, secure

environment to learn about a variety of
online collaboration tools, and to put
them to practical use to carry out
industrially-relevant interdisciplinary

> Communication & collaboration tools;
> Research data management;

> Grid computing services;

> Portals;

» Our current focus: communication &

> students to develop communication
skills in a variety of media;

> to make it easier to archive research
artifacts (data, papers, etc.);

collaboration; research.
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This worksite is an example of the type of functions you might use for
collaborating on a research project. Feel free to explore and test out the tools Announcements (viewing announcements from the last 10

listed on the left. The tools include:

FO Fums There are currently no announcements at this location.
= Announcements: time-specific updates displayed in chronological
order;

= Schedule: a shared calendar for recording e.g. meetings, deadlines etc.:

iSus La b = Resources: s'_cu::-re_r anl;i share a ua_riety |::-1_° resources, including text
documents, citation lists and arbitrary files:
(Sa ka i) « Wiki: collaboratively create and edit documents and web pages: Mgssagg Center Notifications
« Email archive: mailing-list functicnality:

« Messages: send messages to other users of the site; New Massaaes
= Forums: ancther way of communicating through the site;

norne

» Chat Room: live text chat between participants: New in Forums none
Ca I e n d a r = Podcasts: audio/video recordings:
oo « Portfolio: a personal notebook stored in chronological order;
D | |g0 = Moodle: a link to the university Moodle site (to demonstrate linking to
external tools);
« Roster: a list of all participants in this worksite; - Calendar
» Polls: create polls for project members to vote on important issues; '
M a | | | ng « EPSRC Calls for proposals: an example of an external R55 feed. ot
. Each site can include an arbitrary selection of these (and many other) tools. —Y i W S_—
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Why Sakai?
Connected Researcher @ Bath
> Secure: » Open source:

We augmented this infrastructure with a

> Divided into separate “worksites” with . | ow cost; series of workshops on social media,

iIndividual access control:

- Easy to make 3 orivate worksite for a > Easy to customize; covering social networks, blogging, social
4 2 P . > Active & knowledgeable community; bookmarking and social citation
particular project; o baced software
ihle: » Web-based: . .. . . . .
> Flexible: - | This training was run in conjunction with
> Many communication tools are > Accessible from anywhere; the Department of Humanities and Social
available (see above); > No software installation; Sciences and offered to all research
> rEr?z:rr\]yV\(l)?‘rtlﬁcl)tseect?)rc])Ilgsaesar?efeec\;\;g'r as » Built by HE for HE: postgraduates at the University. See
, : S http://go.bath.ac.uk/dby0 for
> Use exactly the tools needed for a > Designed for research/teaching; morz detagils ’

project or group; > Integrates with institutional systems;
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